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Trainee Grower Role Description – Vine Production
We grow organic produce at Hawkwood, our 12 acre community market garden and plant nursery, and distribute it to our own market stalls, box scheme and local restaurants. We have nearly 500 grape vines in our vineyard, which we have been planting and developing for 3 years. We grow grapes for eating and drinking, and expect to produce our first wine in 2013.

This trainee post will suit someone looking to develop skills as a vine grower in a community setting and in the organic viticulture.

The trainee will learn the skills required to manage the vineyard at Hawkwood, and take on responsibilities in the vineyard. This role will include:

· Planting

· Pruning

· Propagation from cuttings

· Organic weed, pest and disease management

· Wine and juice production

· Supporting the vegetable production when the season requires

Much of this will be accomplished with the support of volunteers, whom the apprentice will work alongside and supervise.

Responsible to:

Vineyard Worker (Marko Bojcun)
Responsible for:
Volunteers as appropriate
Overall Purpose:
To assist the Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery in the sustainable production of grape vines
Conditions of the post:
· The position is voluntary

· The post runs for 9 months from Friday 5th April- Friday 20th December 2013

· Main hours are 1 day per week: Fridays from 9.00am - 5.00pm

· This post is also expected to support our plant and produce stalls, Open Days or other Organiclea events, with a once a month shift on a Saturday or Sunday

· This post is based at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery, and other locations on the stall

· This post is expected to attend monthly learning tutorials and at least one relevant Organiclea Spoke meeting (tutorials and meetings will usually be held in evenings)

Main objectives:
· To learn about and assist with all aspects of planting, preparation and maintenance of the vineyard at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery

· To provide support for the vegetable production at Hawkwood

· To provide support for the volunteer programme

· To participate fully in Organiclea and the Traineeship Programme

Main Activities:
Vineyard
· Work closely with the Vineyard Worker in order to learn all aspects
of maintaining the vineyard, and the growing of grapes for the table,
juice and wine making

· Take on specific tasks as agreed with the Vineyard Worker

· Assist with developing and maintaining the site’s infrastructure

· Undertake other activities in support of Organiclea, as appropriate

Growing
· Assist with all aspects of vegetable production including: formulating propagation media, raising plants from seed, planting, harvesting, weeding and maintaining salad crops, vegetables, green manures and companion plants

· Take on specific tasks as agreed with the Grower

· Assisting in transporting produce from Hawkwood to the marketplace

· Supporting a plant or produce stall once a month

Working with volunteers
· Work with the Vineyard Worker to ensure all volunteers and placements on site are safe, welcomed, valued and supported

· Allocating tasks and supervising volunteers

Participating in the Traineeship Programme
· To attend, and contribute to, Hawkwood morning meetings

· To attend, and contribute to, at least 1 Production, Distribution and Infrastructure Spoke meeting

· To participate in the Traineeship tutorials


Person Specification

Essential:
· Interest in sustainable food production and the desire to put that interest into practice

· Some experience of growing

· Ability to supervise and explain tasks to volunteers

· Happy to work mainly outdoors throughout the year

· Ability to carry out shared tasks and work within a team

· Ability to work on own initiative, prioritise tasks and work to deadlines

· Commitment to and understanding of the aims of Organiclea

Desirable: 
· Experience of working with volunteers

· Ability to cycle, with a trailer

OrganicLea is a registered company limited by guarantee no. 5135926

Growing site: Hawkwood Plant Nursery, 115 Hawkwood Crescent, Chingford E4 7UH

Distribution hub/Registered office: Hornbeam Centre, 458 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London E17 9AH
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