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Trainee Grower Role Description – Facilitating Learning 
We produce and distribute food and plants locally, and inspire and support others to do the same. Using our 12 acre organic market garden and other local food growing sites, we deliver accredited, introductory and outreach gardening courses.

This trainee post will support Organiclea tutors on gardening courses and workshops delivered in partnership with Waltham Forest Adult Learning Service and other community organisations. This role will suit someone looking to develop their skills as an adult learning tutor.
Details of the role
· Unpaid voluntary role

· Time commitment: 1 day/week for 9 months

· Dates: Friday 4th April- Friday 13th December 2014

· Hours: 9.00am - 5.00pm, Fridays
· Based at: Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery 
· Occasional weekend commitments: 4 days over the traineeship to support weekend outreach events, Open Day and plant and produce stalls 

· Supported by: trainee tutorials one evening per month and monthly check-ins with an Organiclea mentor
Main objectives
· To learn about and assist with leading community gardening courses and workshops

· To learn about and support learners with a range of learning styles and needs

· To provide support for the vegetable production at Hawkwood as the season requires
· To support young people to achieve accredited work experience placements (part of Organiclea’s Foodworks programme)
Main Activities
Teaching courses and leading workshops
· Work with the course tutors to ensure all learner on site are safe, welcomed and supported

· Work with the course tutors to research and prepare learning materials

· Work with the course tutors to plan and prepare practical gardening activities for learners

· Lead courses, workshops and activities alongside course tutors

Support a range of learning styles

· Assist learners with additional needs to participate in courses

· Work with the course tutors to plan lessons that accommodate a range of learning styles
· Support young people to achieve learning goals during work experience placements
Growing

· Assist with all aspects of vegetable production including: formulating propagation media, raising plants from seed, planting, harvesting, weeding and maintaining salad crops, vegetables, green manures and companion plants

· Undertake other activities in support of Organiclea, as appropriate
Working with volunteers
· Work to ensure all volunteers on site are safe, welcomed, valued and supported

· Lead tasks with volunteers
Person Specification

Essential

· Ability to supervise and explain tasks to learners and volunteers

· Happy to work mainly outdoors throughout the year

· Interest in sustainable food production and the desire to put that interest into practice

· Some experience of growing

· Ability to carry out shared tasks and work within a team

· Ability to work on own initiative, prioritise tasks and work to deadlines

· Commitment to involving all community members in Organiclea’s work 

· Commitment to empower others through sustainable activities such as food growing, especially in diverse urban communities

· Understanding of issues surrounding social exclusion and marginalisation: patience and understanding, especially when working with groups who are very new to outdoor activity or learn in different ways

· Commitment to and understanding of the aims of Organiclea

· Recent DBS check, or willingness to be checked

Desirable

· Experience of teaching in a community setting

· Experience of working with volunteers
· Experience of working with young people
· Experience of community outreach work

· Understanding of different learning styles

· Experience of creating lesson plans
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