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Trainee Grower Role Description – Community and Outreach Gardens
We grow plants and produce at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery, a 12 acre organic market garden, with the help of more than 100 volunteers each year. Our diverse volunteering programme offers work placements for adults with learning disabilities and is used as part of recovery programmes by mental health agencies.

Through Common Sense Growers, the outreach gardening branch of Organiclea, we offer training and support to community groups and organisations wanting to start or develop their own food growing projects. We are motivated by the social, economic, health, environmental and community benefits achieved when people grow food in the spaces around them. We are committed to bringing those benefits to as many people as possible, including marginalised and vulnerable groups.

This trainee post will be split across Organiclea sites, supporting volunteers at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery and community groups growing food on their own garden sites. This role will suit someone looking to develop their skills supporting people from diverse communities to grow food.

The trainee will gain experience in: supporting volunteers with additional needs (e.g. learning disability, ill mental health), engaging traditionally hard-to-reach communities and practical gardening skills. 

Responsible to:
Volunteer Coordinator (Jo Clarke) and working alongside the Outreach Gardens Worker (Anaelle Bouabdelli)
Responsible for:

Volunteers and beneficiaries as appropriate

Overall Purpose:
To support volunteers with additional needs at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery
To assist the development of food growing outreach projects and community gardening spaces in and around Waltham Forest, in partnership with community organisations such as children centres, housing associations or sheltered accommodation providers.
Conditions of the post:
· The position is voluntary

· The post runs for 9 months from Wednesday 3rd April- Wednesday 18th December 2013

· Main hours are 1.5 days per week: Wednesdays 9.00am - 5.00pm at Hawkwood and half a day per week at community garden sites (to be set according to site needs and the trainee’s availability)
· This post is also expected to support our plant and produce stalls, Open Days or other Organiclea events, with a once a month shift on a Saturday or Sunday

· The post is based at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery, community garden sites across north-east London and other locations on the stall
· This post is expected to attend monthly learning tutorials and at least one relevant Organiclea Spoke meeting (tutorials and meetings will usually be held in evenings)
· A CRB will be required
Main objectives:
· To learn about and provide support for the volunteer programme
at Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery

· To learn about and assist with all aspects of developing food growing outreach projects

· To provide support for the vegetable production at Hawkwood
· To participate fully in Organiclea and the Traineeship Programme

Main activities:
Supporting volunteers
· Work with the Volunteer Coordinator to ensure all volunteers and placements on site are safe, fully inducted, welcomed, valued and supported
· Be responsible for supervising volunteers with additional support needs, particularly those experiencing mental ill health, physical difficulties, language barriers and adults with learning disabilities
Outreach gardening

· Work with the Outreach Gardens Worker on all aspects of project planning and development, including researching materials
· Assist the Outreach Gardens Worker in the practical work of setting up new sites

· Lead community gardening sessions alongside the Outreach Gardens Worker at a number of our supported community sites

· Work with the Outreach Gardens Worker to ensure all volunteers and beneficiaries on site are safe, fully inducted, welcomed, valued and supported

· Work with Outreach Gardens Worker to ensure that sites are productive and that sustainable gardening practices are understood and applied by volunteers and beneficiaries

Growing
· Assist with all aspects of vegetable production including: formulating propagation media, raising plants from seed, planting, harvesting, weeding and maintaining salad crops, vegetables, green manures and companion plants

· Take on specific tasks as agreed with the Grower

· Assisting in transporting produce from Hawkwood to the marketplace

· Supporting a plant or produce stall once a month

Participate fully in the Traineeship Programme

· To attend, and contribute to, Hawkwood morning meetings

· To attend, and contribute to, at least 1 Training, Volunteering and Outreach Spoke meeting

· To participate in the Traineeship tutorials
Person Specification
Essential:
· Ability to supervise and explain tasks to volunteers

· Happy to work mainly outdoors throughout the year

· Interest in sustainable food production and the desire to put that interest into practice

· Some experience of growing

· Ability to carry out shared tasks and work within a team

· Ability to work on own initiative, prioritise tasks and work to deadlines

· Commitment to involving all community members in Organiclea’s work 
· Commitment to empower others through sustainable activities such as food growing, especially in diverse urban communities

· Understanding of issues surrounding social exclusion and marginalisation: patience and understanding, especially when working with groups who are very new to outdoor activity or learn in different ways

· Commitment to and understanding of the aims of Organiclea
· Recent CRB check, or willingness to be checked
Desirable: 

· Experience of working with volunteers
· Experience of community outreach work

· Experience of working alongside adults with learning disabilities and those experiencing mental ill health

· Understanding of different learning styles

· Knowledge of Waltham Forest and surrounding areas

· Ability to cycle, with a trailer
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