Organiclea – growing at the Hawkwood community plant nursery

www.organiclea.org.uk

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET 

Name of Course; Sustainable Beekeeping

Course Details: 

· Date (s): 22 and 23 September 2012
· Time: 9:30 till 5
· Venue: Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery, 115 Hawkwood Crescent, North Chingford. E4 7UH (Full directions accompany this information sheet.) 020 8524 4994
· Course fee: £190 /£125 /£50. Includes lunch. See our course fee guide online for details of how concessions apply.
Course Tutor(s): Sean Hearn, Tim Evans and John Haverson

Who is the course aimed at?

This course is aimed at everyone from beginners to experienced beekeepers who are interested

in learning about more sustainable methods of beekeeping. We will cover the basics of bee

biology, introduce the theory and practice of sustainable beekeeping, deal with queries and 

experience observing bees in the apiary

What will you learn? (Learning aims)

The course will combine classroom-based learning with practical sessions and apiary visits on the site. By the end of this course you should be able to

· Understand the basic biology of the honeybee organism

· Identify important forage plants and understand their flowering times throughout the year

· Describe and interpret honeybee behaviour observed at the hive entrance

· Recognize various hives and discuss their pluses and minuses

· Describe the use of a hive throughout the beekeeping year

· Understand the principles of honeybee health

· Understand the practice of beekeeping within an ethical framework

· Identify basic tools involved in beekeeping

· Understand where to look for further information, resources, and accessing support networks

A loose-leaf notebook for notes, pen, sturdy shoes, all weather gear for outdoor 

practical sessions. Participants are advised that a vegetarian lunch will be 

provided but if you have any dietary requirements then please let us know beforehand. 

***Directions to the Hawkwood Community Plant Nursery***

HAWKWOOD COMMUNITY PLANT NURSERY

115 Hawkwood Crescent, North Chingford, E4 7UH

The plant nursery is at the very top of this Crescent with large metal iron gates leading into the Plant Nursery. As you walk up the Crescent, take the left turning at Epping Glade and keep walking through the metal gates and towards the glasshouse. Follow the entrance signs.

Hawkwood Crescent is off Stewardstone Road (A112).

Telephone number at the Nursery: 020 8524 4994

Learning opportunities are based in the class-room, market garden and glasshouse offering participants a chance to learn in this environment which supports community food growing – learning through theory, visuals, demonstrations and practice

Getting there by buses, trains and bicycles:

Nearest station is Chingford overland station (on the line from Liverpool Street also calling at Hackney Downs, Clapton, Walthamstow: James Street, Wood Street and Central, and Highams Park.) Many buses go to Chingford station from Walthamstow, Leyton and Leytonstone, e.g. 212 and 97.

Directions from Chingford Railway Station: 379, every 15 minutes (every 30 minutes on a Sunday). Get off at Yardley Primary School on Hawkwood

Crescent (very end of Drysdale Avenue) and walk up the road to the Plant

Nursery - 2 minutes walk.

Bus directly from Walthamstow Central:

215 via Hoe Street, The Bell, Billet Roundabout, Chingford Mount

Get off on Stewardstone Road, the stop is just after the bottom of

Hawkwood Crescent. Walk up Hawkwood Crescent and the Plant Nursery is at the very end. About 5 minutes from the bus stop.

By bicycle: 

The River Lea towpath guides you from lower Walthamstow (and Highams Hill) and North Hackney (Clapton); get off just before Ponders End lock and turn right into Lea Valley Road. Turn left at main traffic light junction into Stewardstone Road. Hawkwood Crescent is a turning about 500m along on the right.

We look forward to welcoming you to the Hawkwood Plant Nursery: A 12 acre site on the edge of Waltham Forest. More info at www.organiclea.org.uk
